
 

  If you like  

  DIARY OF A WIMPY KID   

try… 
 

 

Angleberger, Tom:  STRANGE CASE OF ORIGAMI YODA 

 No one would ever take advice from Dwight, but for some reason his finger puppet of Yoda 

always knows exactly what to do.  First in the “Origami Yoda” series. 

 

Amato, Mary:  PLEASE WRITE IN THIS BOOK 

 When a teacher gives her class a blank journal to write in, the entries start a classroom battle. 

 

Barshaw, Ruth:  ELLIE McDOODLE:  HAVE PEN, WILL TRAVEL 

While camping with her relatives, Ellie fills her sketchbook with the chronicles of her adventures 

and mishaps.  First in the “Ellie McDoodle” series. 

  

Benton, Jim:  LET’S PRETEND THIS NEVER HAPPENED 

Sixth-grader Jamie Kelly writes down everything that happens in this first book of the “Dear 

Dumb Diary” series. 

 

Child, Lauren.  UTTERLY ME, CLARICE BEAN 

 Clarice is inspired to use her investigative skills by the fictional girl-detective Ruby Redfort.  

 First in the “Clarice Bean” series. 

 

Gantos, Jack.  HEADS OR TAILS:  STORIES FROM THE SIXTH GRADE 

Jack uses his diary to help him sort out his problems, including weird neighbors and dog-eating 

alligators.  First in the “Jack Henry” series. 

 

Green, Jessica:  DIARY OF A WOULD-BE PRINCESS  

Jillian’s fifth grade teacher requires her to keep a journal. 

 

Griffiths, Andy.  JUST JOKING! 

 It’s prankster heaven in this first book of the “Just…” series. 

 

Hale, Bruce.  PRINCE OF UNDERWHERE 

When Zeke falls down a hole into the land of Underwhere, the residents there believe he is a 

prince who has come to save them from the Underlord.  First in the “Underwhere” series. 

 

Holm, Jennifer:  MIDDLE SCHOOL IS WORSE THAN MEATLOAF 

Ginny tells the story of her worst school year ever through lists, diary entries, cards, refrigerator 

notes and IM messages. 

 

Klise, Kate:  REGARDING THE FOUNTAIN 

The fifth-grade class at Dry Creek Middle School works with a glamorous fountain designer to 

design a new water fountain, resulting in chaos.  First in the “Regarding…” series. 

 



 

Kloepfer, John:  ZOMBIE CHASERS 

Zack Clarke teams up with his friends to defeat the zombies that have overtaken Phoenix, 

Arizona.  First in the “Zombie Chasers” series. 

 

Kowitt, Holly:  THE LOSER LIST 

An edgier book about bullies and theft.  First in the “Loser List” series. 

 

McDonald, Megan :  STINK:  THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING KID 

Stink copes with his small height by drawing comics where he triumphs.  First in the “Stink” 

series.   

 

Mellom, Robin:  THE CLASSROOM: THE EPIC DOCUMENTARY OF A NOT-YET-EPIC KID  

Trevor and Libby deal with changes to their friendship as a film crew documents their 7
th

 grade 

class.  First in “The Classroom” series. 

 

Moss, Marissa:  AMELIA HITS THE ROAD  

Amelia keeps a journal of the summer car trip she takes.  First in the “Amelia’s Notebook” 

series. 

 

Patterson, James:  MIDDLE SCHOOL, THE WORST YEARS OF MY LIFE 

Rafe hopes school will be more fun if he breaks every rule in the school’s code of conduct.  First in 

the “Middle School” series.   

 

Paulsen, Gary:  LAWN BOY 

After expanding his lawn mowing business, a 12-year-old boy finds things get quickly out of hand.  

Sequel:  LAWN BOY RETURNS  

 

Peirce, Lincoln:  BIG NATE:  IN A CLASS BY HIMSELF  

Nate is having a bad day until he reads his fortune cookie stating that he will “surpass all others” 

and is determined to do just that.  First in the “Big Nate” series. 

 

Russell, Rachel Renee:  DORK DIARIES:  TALES FROM A NOT-SO-FABULOUS LIFE  

Nikki writes down her struggles to fit in at her new school.  First in the “Dork Diaries” series. 

 

Sachar, Louis:  SIDEWAYS STORIES FROM WAYSIDE SCHOOL 

Oops!  This school was built with one classroom each on 30 floors, and all kinds of strange things 

happen.  First in the “Wayside School” series. 

 

Tashjian, Janet:  MY LIFE AS A BOOK 

Derek doesn’t complete his summer reading list, but learns a lot of important lessons anyway.  First 

in the “My Life as a…” series 

 

Wight, Eric:  FRANKIE PICKLE AND THE CLOSET OF DOOM 

Franklin Piccolini’s alter ego pulls from Indiana Jones and Batman as he deals with the adventure of 

his messy room.  First in the “Frankie Pickle” series. 

  

A     Also try these Graphic Novels: 

          JGN Amelia Rules:  series by Jimmy Gownley 

          JGN Babymouse:  series by Jennifer Holm 

 JGN Fashion Kitty:  series by Charise Mericle Harper 

JGN Sardine in Outer Space: series by Emmanuel Guibert 
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